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TESLAS YOUNG DAYS

The Famous BEleetrician Was Born
in & Half Civilizad Land

SON OF A GREEK CLERGYMAN

He Was a Studious Youth, But Full
of Fun-Bullt a Flying Machine
at 12-His cducation—His
Love for His Mother.

In all probability Nikola Tesla knows

more about clectricity than any other
man living. He stands at the head of |
those who, within the last twenty |
years, have done more to forge the
bonds that have made the mystic cur- I
rent the useful slave of human kind,
And vot Nikola Tesia's bayhood was
mostly passed in a reglon where the

people are hardly more than balf elv-
ilized in their ways; a reglon aver
which Moslem and Coristian have

waged bloody combat for centuries; a
region of rugged, Mleak mountaing and
marrow valleys and impetuons, rushing
torrents. This reglon 18 known as Mon-
tenegro; it is a narrow serip of country
that les between Austria and Turkey,
and it takes its name from its own
somm b moundiains,

Nikola was born in the little village
of Smiljan, provinve of Likn, less than
furty years ago. His father wasg a cler-
glman of the Greek church, to which
most Christians in Montenegro belong,
and all through the boy's early years
hi=s most numeraus pegasintnnees must
have been the rough peagants of the
nelghbarhood, some of whom were
poor beyond description and many of
whom were so Ignorant that they
could not even read. But In spite of
their tack of cultivatlon and of ca%h
the peasant men and women of Mon-
tenegea are fine, gtrong folk, seeming
ta pesess something of the rugeed-
ness of their surroundings In thelr own
person,  They are brave, tou, and thoy
lave thelr country and their religion,
wd In his youth Nikola must have
eard many tales of heroie desds done
Iry his father's friends and neighbors
in self defense agninst the Turks, who
wished to rule the land and to force
the people to change tnetr faith,

An Amertean boy could hardly im-
agine anything more novel and strange
than wore this boy's surroundigs, Ev-
ory man in Montenegro knows how to
handle the rifle and all other weapons,
for he 18 likely to-have need of them at
wimost any time, and everyone s an
expwrt fisherman and  hunter.  They
dress In the brightest eolors, and even
the poorest often wenr clothes that
are richly embrojdered and otherwise
ornamented, The women, oo,  attive
themselves in what would here bhe con-
sldered fantastic garb, but, aside from
what Httle farm work is done by the

1
men, do nearly  all the labor of the i
country, Sometimes the women do
much of the outside work, even, amd l
without complaint,<for have not the

men anough to do to attend to the
fighting and the polities of the country,
and the shooting of game?

It Is partly due to the attention given
by the men to other things than work,
and purtly to the ruggedness of the re-
gion, that the people of Montenegro
are go poor and so ignorant in the
mas=s. Just how backward they are as
to the edmforts of life may be faintly
hinted by the statement that in some
parts of the country furthest removed
from the larger towns, the bread is
haked without yeast in the ashes of
open fires, there being no ovens of
any sort, nor even chimnleg to eacry
off  the  smoke, The Montenegring
spenk a language that would sound ex-
tremely queer to American boys, 1t i3
deseribed by lingulsts as pure “dia-
leet of the Blavie,” and s the nearest
of all languages (o the original Slav-
onle into which the Bible was trans-
lated, nearly a thousand years ago, for
the benefit of the peoples of Central
Furopwe,

Hut it must not be understood that
all thimse who dwell in Montencgro are
ignorant and uncultivated, As a peo-

ple they are bright and quick, and
thelr savings are often of striking
force.  For Iinstance, In examining the

rocky nature of the soll, the Montene-
grin will tell you that “"When God was
scattering stones over the earth a bag
of them burst over Montenegro.”
Amung thelr leaders, too, are many
who are highly cultivated Tesla's
father being a priest, he was, of
course, an cdutated man, and It was
probably because he saw that his son
could not do his  best  in Montenegro
that the boy was sent away from home
at thirteen,

When only a little lad Nikola was
very fond of study, Not altogether the
gtudy of books, but largely of things,

. Uke all healthy boys, he was in-
terested in all that he saw about him,
His carliest notion was that it was a
ity he should have to climb the hills
with which his home was surrounded,
hirds could fy wherever they
widhed to go, and with such small ap-
parcent effort, So, when only a little

hap of twelve he get about making a
flying machine, using an old umbrella
for the  foundation, Undoubtedly he
had the same general ldeas that were
later adopted by Herr Lillienthal, the
German who was Killed the other day
in ane of his experiments, for ke Lil-
lignthal, young Tesla’'s plan was to
glart his fMight by jumping from the
twp of a hill. His interest in flying
died out, however, when he fell and
was so badly hurt that ne had to stay
in hed for six wecks.

It was while he was laid up by this
aceldent that he began to study mathe-
maties and mastered artthmetle. He
had an idea that all problems in the
#clence of numbers could be solveld by
the proper use of the number three
and its “powers.”” but whether he prov-
e his theory he has never told. He had
then been seven years in school, hav-
ifk spent thre years in the Real Schule

Ein

at Smiljan and four In the public
schoo! at Gosple. to which his father
haa removed. Gospic was a  larger

place than 8miijan, though only a very
«mall town, but there were many more
things there to Interest him than thers
had Leen at Bmiljan.

Hig father declded however, that the
edpeational advantages of Gosple wer
not sufficient for his on, and so the lad
was sent to lve with his aunt In
Carlstadt, Crotin, where he was to fin-
lzh his schapling. It was while en his
way to, Carlgtade that he sgw o gteam
engine for he first time, apnd it flled
him with the greatest delight. It was
then, too, that he determined not to b
a clergyman like his father, as the lat-
ter wished, but to devote himself to
gelence: and he studled ss hard at

Carls adt that he was able to finlsh a
four years' course in three years' time
and 1o graduat n 1853, when he was
unly sixteen years old

Then there was an epldemic of cho

ied W

ers and because of this he retur
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A Health Preserver

RIPANS TABULES

so that their natural action is restored.

i1s a dose.

by physicians in treating all digestive troubles.

[t should be swallowed

less, but the variation is always slight.

as long as the cathartic effect is not too strong,

with a little water

devised for derangements of the stomach, liver and bowels.

Ripans Tabules: Sold by druggists, or by mail if the price
(50 cents a box) is sent to The Ripans Chemical Company,
No. 1o "mruce St, New York.
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The Tabules are a compact, convenient, accurate form of a prescription universally used

Each phvsician modifies the formula more or

The exact formula from which Ripans Tabules are made is in daily use in the greatest

hospitals in the world, where the highest medical skill recognizes it as the best preparation ever

If these organs can be kept healthily active there is little danger of serious sickness.
illness human beings suffer with is traceable directly to indigestion and its accompanying disorders.
Ripans Tabules stimulate the stomach, stop fermentation and make digestion easy and rapid.

up the liver and help it to perform its functions. They cure constipation and strengthen and invigorate the bowels

at meal time, or at bed time, or

both. The frequency of the dose is regulated by the apparent need. There is no danger of taking too many
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his father's home at Gosple,

digease sought him out and when he
recovered, he wus so weak., that for
two years he remained at home and
rested from his studies,

It was while he was at home then,
that he managed to get his father to
agree to a sclentifle career, When the
Luy was elghtecn he was sent to Gratz,
i Ausiria, to study for a professorship
in mathematles and pliy=ics, At dratz
he saw, for the first thine, a Clramme
electrical machine, though he bad pre-
viously made some boylgh oxperiments
with cleetricity, having constructed
with hig own handg a rude little gene-
rator which he oporated with the pow-

er of a toy water wheel. As soon as
he saw the Gramime machine he de-
termined t¢ make electrieiy his life

study. That was in 1875, only twenty-
one years ago, and in that time Nikola
Tesla has wrought more marvels with
the agency that is now used to light
our streets and houses and factories,
haul our etret cars and o so many
other wonderful things, than any other
person,—unléess it be Edison, who was
then a telegraph operator and not far
from the beginning of hiz carcer as an
slectrical inventor
It shouid met

be understoed that

But the |

young Tesla missed any fun that was
going, just because he was forward in
his studies, ON the contrary he was al-
ways full of juvenile tricks, and had
maany boyish adventures as he him-
self has often declared. Once he went
by himself to a little chapel away up
in the hills back of Gosgpic, and in some
way was locked In for hours. In the

meantime he was missed by his father, |
who organized a searehing party, but'

of eourse never thought of lpoking for
the boy in the right place. How long
he might have remained there no one
knows, had he nat finally thought of
ringing the chapel bell Loud and
clear through the narrow valley echoed
the sound as he pulled the rope, and,
guided thereby, the searchers hasten-
ed to the chapel, not &ll sure, however,
that the boy was there. When found he

was cold and hungry and nervous, and |

glad to get back to his mother,

It was his mother who sympathized |

most with his asplrations, and {t was
largely her influence over his father
that finally won the latter to the boy's
plan not to be
she must sometimes hay
ed by hig pranks. On

lonally relates to his int
was su startied by he

been annoy-
as he

mate friends,
¢ sudden ap-

i

| mere money making.

a clergyman: and yet |

necas- |

pearance on the scene when he was up
to some plece of misehief that he fell
into a great kettle of fresh milk, spoil-
ing the milk and his etothes at the
same time. She was a woman of un-
usual ability, force of character and
ingenuity. The latter characteristic
was mostly developed in her embroi-
dery. which was of artistic and original
designs, and made her famous all
through that part of Montenegro in
which she lved. To hig mother's love
and influence Tesly attributes much of
his manhood’s success,

It should be said of the man whose
boyhood hus been cutlined above and
whose guccess has been so great, that
although his inventions have yielded
him a great deal of money, he has
spent It in making new investigations
about as fast as he has rece'ved it,
and that he regards the denefit to hu-
manity that scientific progress will in-
sure, as of far greater {mportance than
Once when he
was talking with the writer of thls ar-
ticle, Nikola Tesla declared
belleved the mission of applied electric-

that he

to see the day when all alike, both
rich and poor, should snare equally in
the advantages of all sclentific dis-
coveries.

“But that would be practically the
abolution of poverty and riches,” the
writer ventured to say.

“Precisely so,” answered Tesla, “and |

that is what I believe will bye and bye

be accomplished by man’s industries

and utllisation of nature’'s mysteries.”
Osbore Spencer.

Those Followlag Eyes,

From Notes and Queries

Wallusio's curious discovery was that
by adding to each pair of eyes a nose
Hrected to the right or left the eyes lose
their front direction and look to the right
or left, according to the direction of the
nosc. Hy means of a lap representing the

lower features in a diffcrent position, as |

Dr. Wallaston remarks, “‘a lost look of
devout abstraction in an uplifted counte-
nance may be exchanged for an appear-
anoe of inquisitive archness in the leer
of a younger face turned downward and
obliquely toward the oppos.te side”

As by changing the direction of the

ity to be the practical rejuyenation of | lower features we change the direction of

the world, by lessening the amount of
labor that must be performed by hu-

man hands, and that he hoped to live  lows us. I & veriloal uae

the eves, so0 by changing our position
the eye of the portrait apparently fol-
ve drawa

through the tip of the nose and half way
between the eyes there will be the same
breadth of head, of cheek, of chin and
of neck on each side of this middle line,
and each iris will be [n the middle of the

! whole eye. If we now move to one side,

the apparent horigontal breadth of every
part of the head and face will be dimin-
ished, but the parts on ench side of the
middle line will be diminished equally,
and at any position, however ol ique,
there will be the same breadth of face
on each side of the middle Hne and the
frts will be in the center of the whole
of the eyeball, so that, being on a .tat
surface, the iris will he seen in front of
the pleture or obliquely.

Quwet “miles
From the Buffalo Express.

Mrs. Youngwife—lsn't it strange how
bashful the men are about laughing In
our presence?

Mrs, Longwed—How so0?

Mrs. Youngwife—Why, every little
while some man says to my husband:
“Come on. let's go out and have a smile.”
[ really ean't see why they should with-
draw for that purpose

Mrs. Longwed—0Oh, you will understand
it after a time. They go where humor I8
to be had in 1§ ceat quantities.
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